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THE CAVE OF “YUDAN SHA’UL” AT HORBAT KISHOR,
SOUTHERN JUDAEAN SHEPHELAH

BOAZ ZISSU
(Pp. 27-35)

Horbat Kishor is situated in the southern Judean
Shephelah, c¢. 9 km north of Kibbutz Lahav
(Fig. 1). The site extends over approximately 13
hectares. In the northern part of the site David
Alon discovered remains of a public building—
probably a synagogue. A lintel decorated with a
menorah was found next to this building.

Several rock-cut tombs, located on the
slopes that surround the settlement, were
systematically looted in the last thirty years.
In August 1995, a cave east of the site was
opened illicitly, and subsequently surveyed by
the author (Plan 1). It belongs to the northern
necropolis of the ancient settlement.

From the entrance, presently located at the
bottom of the looters’ shaft (3.5 m deep), at least
one step descended to a central, irregular hall
(each side c. 2.8, 5.5, 4.2, 3.5 m). Three of its
walls, with the exception of the western one (the
entrance wall) and the northern corner, had seven
arcosolia roughly hewn in them (Fig. 2). Four of
them had burial ledges with headrests, suitable
for primary burials; the other two had a flat
floor, perhaps intended for ossuary storage (or
possibly these arcosolia were never completed).
The arcosolium to the north of the entrance (VII)
contained a deep burial trough. Small rectangular
burial niches were cut into the walls of the cave
(e.g., Fig. 3), and were used for secondary burials
of collected bones. Very few potsherds and glass
fragments survived the looting (Fig. 4).

Twenty-six ossuaries and twenty-two ossuary
lids remained in the cave. These, mostly
undecorated limestone ossuaries, too heavy to
be looted, and not demanded on the antiquities
market, were purposely smashed.

The ossuaries have thick walls and are roughly
dressed (Fig. 5). Some of the lids are flat, with a
broad central ridge and clumsy corner acrofteria,
imitating local, third century CE sarcophagi.
Other lids are shaped in the form of a truncated

gable (see Figs. 10, 11). But a few were simply
decorated or inscribed: a raised discus (Fig. 6),
a graffito resembling the letters OHO (Fig. 7) and
some vertical lines, probably marking the exact
position of the lids (Figs. 8, 9). The name “Yudan
Sha’ul” was incised in Hebrew letters on the long
side ofa gabled lid (Fig. 12).

The inscription and the ossuaries, which are
the latest types of Jewish ossuaries, indicate that
the cave was owned by a Jewish family during
the third—fourth centuries CE. This family in-
habited the anonymous site known today as
Horbat Kishor, one of several Jewish towns
that flourished in late antiquity in the Darom—
the southern part of Judea.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Plan 1. Plan and sections of the burial cave.

Fig. 1. Location map.

Fig. 2. Arcosolia in the northwestern wall. The
damage caused by the looters can clearly be
discerned.

Fig. 3. Burial niches hewn in Arcosolium 1V in
the southern corner of the cave.

Fig. 4. Pottery and glass fragment.

Fig. 5. Ossuary 107, roughly carved and un-
decorated.

Fig. 6. Discus-shaped decoration on narrow
side of Ossuary 114.

Fig. 7. OHO engraving on Ossuary 123.

Fig. 8. Narrow side of Ossuary 114, with
vertical engraving.

Fig. 9. Narrow side of Ossuary 104, with two
vertical engravings.

Fig. 10. Gabled lid (209).

Fig. 11. Lid with central ridge and acroteria (it
does not necessarily belong to the ossuary on
which it rests).

Fig. 12. “Yudan Sha’ul” inscription.



ATIQOT

VOLUME 46

ISRAEL ANTIQUITIES AUTHORITY
JERUSALEM 2004



