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Society in Jerusalem before the First Revolt
against Rome: Groups, Parties and Social
Phenomena

Eyal Regev

Judaean society in the first century CE was complex in two different
manners. It was divided into various groups, parties, and movements:
Sadducees, Pharisees, Essenes, the Qumran movements, anti-Roman
movements (so-called Zealots), other messianic and apocalyptic movements,
and the early Christian groups. The article surveys the major religious and
social characteristics of these movements, stressing the ongoing competition
between them.

Furthermore, the article discusses several social phenomena, most of
which are related to the rise of individualism in Jerusalem. The emergence of
burials in ossuaries, the relatively small family structure, reflected in burials
in small caves of a nuclear or small-extended family, and non-priestly purity.

The division or fragmentation of the Jerusalem society, both into groups
and relatively isolated individuals, was fundamental to the destructive
consequences of the First Revolt against Rome. Jewish society was too weak
and collapsed from within due to the pressure of anti-Roman resistance. It
lacked organizational order and leadership that could cope with the question
of whether or not to rebel against Rome.



