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"The remains show... that the Southwestern Hill was sparsely settled at
the end of the First Temple Period. Settlement concentrated mainly on the
higher part of the hill, and even there did not form a dense residential area.
Considerable portions of the hill undoubtedly remained unsettled... These
areas were utilized for agriculture, such as cultivation of fruit trees and

seasonal crops".
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“the best preserved and most impressive Iron Age Il masonry remains
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“There is little reality in Bahat's claim concerning the sparseness of
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excavations carried out on all parts of the hill, occupation remains from this
period were exposed and identified.... The entire hill was densely occupied

from the 8" century down to the Babylonian conquest in 586 B.C.E.”.
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