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WHAT SENNACHERIB SAID, AND WHAT THE PROPHET HEARD:
ON THE USE OF ASSYRIAN SOURCES IN THE PROPHETIC
NARRATIVE OF THE CAMPAIGN OF 701 BCE

Shawn-Zelig Aster

Many scholars have debated the historical value of the narrative of
Sennacherib’s campaign against Judah in Isaiah 36—37 and the parallel
text in II Kings 18:17-19:37. The current study re-examines this narrative,
focusing on Isaiah 37:24-25 (I Kings 19:23-24), and on the use of motifs
from Assyrian royal inscriptions in these verses. The prophetic narrative
cites these motifs and recognizes the neo-Assyrian ideology of royal
omnipotence of which they form part. It responds to this ideology, and to
the specific motifs used by the Assyrians to express it, through mockery
and subversion, championing the principle of Divine Sovereignty and
contrasting it with Assyrian conceptions of royal sovereignty. The narrative
(including source B-2, Isaiah 37:9-36, II Kings 19:9-35) was composed
shortly after the events of 701, as we can see from its awareness of motifs
from the royal inscriptions of Sennacherib and his predecessors. However,
the goal of the narrative is not to report the events of the campaign, but
rather to portray these events as an ideological conflict over universal
sovereignty.





