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Art forms [should not be interpreted]... as its makers intended it to
be seen. Archaeological motifs and designs are best interpreted as
collective representations — unconscious projections of past social
systems — rather as rationalistic modes of thinking... It is very
difficult to uncover the precise symbolic meaning of a specific motif
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or decoration, especially in the lack of direct textual or ethnographic
evidence.”
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Whatever the degree of similarity between a signifier and an object in
the external world, it does not signify neither that object nor the work
of art in which the object is depicted. A visual signifier cannot signify
anything other than a concept.’
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