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HEBER HA-YEHUDIM AND THE POLITICAL IDEOLOGY OF THE HASMONEANS
Eyal Regev

This article examines several aspects of the term Heber ha-Yehudim, which appears on
almost all of the coins of the Hasmonean High Priests: 1. The meaning of the word /eber
in Hebrew lexicography; 2. The relationship between Heber ha-Yehudim and the authority
of the High Priests; 3. The political ideology of the Maccabees and Hasmoneans which,
one may assume, corresponds to the meaning of the legends engraved on their coins;
4. Comparisons to other Hellenistic coins and terms not only in order to discover parallels
but also to understand the use of ethnic and political designations on Hellenistic coins.

The conclusion is that Heber ha-Yehudim represented the entire Jewish people as
a sovereign body led by the High Priest. It manifested the religious independence and
political ideology of the Jews, both in Judaea and in the Diaspora. The consistent use
of this designation on Hasmonean coins shows that they wanted their subjects to regard
their rule as a political actualization of their sovereignty. By stamping Heber ha-Yehudim
on their coins, the Hasmoneans conveyed the message that they ruled for and with the
Jewish people.



