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The Iron | — Iron Il Transition in the South: Settlement,
Demography, and Political Changes

Avraham Faust

The Iron | — Iron IIA transition was an important epoch in the history of the
Land of Israel, during which some of the central political entities which
dominated the region for hundreds of years developed. This paper aims at a
thorough examination of the changes in settlement and demography which took
place in the south during this transition, in order to analyze the political
processes operating in this formative era. The article will present the data on
settlement patterns in the Judean highlands, the Shephelah, and Philistia during
Iron Age | and Iron Age lIA, and will then discuss the changes experienced by
each sub-region and by the region as a whole, and will address the possible
causes for these changes. Special discussion will be devoted to the trough valley
sites, as well as to Kh. Qeiyafa and the settlement and resettlement of the
Shephelah in general.





