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A Pagan Cult Site (?) from the Late Roman
Period in the Te’omim Cave, Western Jerusalem
Hills

Boaz Zissu, Eitan Klein, Uri Davidovich, Ro'i Porat, Boaz Langford and
Amos Frumkin

The article presents the results of an archaeological and speleological survey
conducted by the authors in the cave during the summer of 2010.

In this second season, the survey focused on mapping and penetrating
cracks that are difficult to access in the main hall of the cave, near the deep
karstic shaft. In addition, geological examinations were undertaken in the
quarry located in the main hall.

The artifacts collected during this survey include a rich assemblage of oil-
lamps from the Late Roman period. The oil-lamps were found in karstic
fissures and cavities, mostly in the area beside the deep shaft.

In the article we suggest that placing the candles was part of a pagan
ritual undertaken during the Late Roman period. This hypothesis is based on
the nature and location of the artifacts in the cave, and on parallels from other
sites in the Greco - Roman world, including the Land of Israel.
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