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The Interchange of the Eastern Cardo and the
Southern Decumanus of Aelia Capitolina

Amos Kloner and Boaz Zissu

At the place of the intersection of the two main streets of Aelia Capitolina -
the Eastern Cardo, which runs north to south along the current Valley Street,
and the southern Decumanus, which runs west to east along the current Chain
Street - an interchange on two separate levels was created, apparently in the
second century CE.

The difference in the level of these two streets is estimated at c. 8 — 9
meters, in the 'Western Wall Tunnel", the transition tunnel that connects the
southern continuation of the Valley Street toward the Western Wall plaza.
Trial excavations made by Robert Hamilton and Menahem Magen and a re-
examination of the vaults and arches that form the "Western Wall Tunnel",
show clearly that the southern Decumanus, based on "Wilson’s Arch",
predate the construction of the Eastern Cardo.

It seems clear that this is not only a technical stage in the construction,
which occurred in a brief period of time. The main vault, which supports the
southern Decumanus ("Vault 1), was already in existence when the Eastern
Cardo was built. The Cardo was incorporated and built into it. "Vault 1" is 11
meters long from north to south and its opening spans c. 7.5 meters from west
to east. Therefore, the Eastern Cardo becomes narrower - 7.5 meters only - as
he passes under the archway.

In the opinion of the present writers this is not an error, but the result of
the necessity to create an interchange, combining two streets from different
periods. It was made intentionally by Roman military engineers, during the
construction of the Cardo in the second century CE.



